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NEWS 
 Autumn Term – Newsletter Week 3 – 22nd September 2023      

     

  

22 

LABURNUM 
PRIMARY SCHOOL & NURSERY 

CHALLENGE  ACHIEVE  RESPECT  EFFORT  SAFE 

 

 

 
MESSAGES, FEEDBACK AND REFLECTIONS FROM THE HEAD 
It has been another positive week in school, although as I told the children earlier in the week, windy weather always 
leads to more excited children (and cats apparently!) - there is some science behind this, but I won’t go into that in the 
newsletter. The children in early years made the most of this and made their own streamers to help them explore the 
exciting force of the wind! As I also told the children in Key Stage 2 as they lined up after lunch, even on windy days we 
then expect all children to switch back into a learning mind-set once they are back inside the school building. I am 
pleased to report that all children did and the corridors were almost as calm as usual on the windy days. I have been 
reminding the children this term of the importance of calm transitions around school – either when whole classes move 
or when individuals are moving from one room to another – as this ensures children working in school are not disturbed 
by those who are moving. We have also talked in assembly about what CARES (Challenge, Achieve, Respect, Effort, Safe) 
looks like in different places in school i.e. not just in class, but in the dining hall, playground, computer room etc. The 
children of course came up with some fantastic examples as they know our expectations well. However, we also thought 
of some other times when we could focus on remembering to show our core expectations such as remembering to say 
please and thank you when collecting school dinners in the dining hall. When I give out the CARES certificate in assembly 
each week I always reference the core expectations and talk to the children about how impressed I am that most children 
meet these expectations all of the time. It is often a genuinely hard choice to decide which class will receive the cares 
award and therefore we look for the ‘above and beyond’ behaviours, children going the extra mile to help, support and 
encourage others. We look for the class that has set the best example and shown the highest levels of respect. 
Growing up to be safe and respectful is as important as the effort and challenge in learning that leads to achievement – 
something we know you as parents will also value highly. Education is a partnership between home and school, so we 
are thankful that we have parents that support us as a school and reinforce these core expectations with their children. 
READ ALL ABOUT IT! 
All learning in school is important, but there is no skill in school that your child will learn that is more important than 
reading. It is why we put so much time and emphasis on it in our curriculum. We also know that with reading, practice 
always means progress – it is why it is emphasised so highly in our homework expectations. In school we teach children 
to read and there are many opportunities for practice, but it is essential that all children also practice reading at home. 
If you read regularly with your child, you will know how much progress happens when you read every day. Mrs Dawes 
has put some research based top tips on Class Dojo today to help parents as this is something we are also often asked 
about – I hope that you find them useful in supporting your child to make great progress with this essential skill. 
MacMILLAN COFFEE MORNING 
On Friday the 29th September the FLS will be holding a coffee and cake morning to raise money for 
Macmillan cancer research. We would like to invite you and your friends to join us between 9am and 
10:30am for a hot drink and social get together.   

 
We would love donations of cakes to help us with 
our event, and appreciate any we may receive 
and would ask they be delivered into school on 
Thursday 28th September please.  
 
Cash donations for drinks and cakes welcomed.  
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AWARDS AND CELEBRATIONS WEEK ENDING 22nd SEPTEMBER 
2023 

ATTENDANCE TARGET 97% THE GOLDEN MILE 

Beech 97.2%  1 late mark 

Elm 98.7%  1 late mark 

Cedar 97.5%  3 late marks 

Chestnut 97.8%  0 late marks 

Willow 94.4%  1 late mark 

Sycamore 97.3%  1 late mark 

Oak  95.3%  2 late marks 
 

 

This week the 
Golden Mile 

trophies were 
awarded to: 

EYFS & KS1 KS2 

Elm Oak 
 

 

HOUSE POINTS THIS WEEK 

    

331 272 321 328 
 

 

WEEKLY CLASS C.A.R.E.S AWARD CERTIFICATES 
CHALLENGE · ACHIEVE · RESPECT · EFFORT · SAFE 

APPLE BEECH ELM CEDAR 
C - Indianna 
A - Theodore 
R - Georgia 
E - Tim 
S - Chester 
CARES - Amelia 

C - Archie 
A - Nicole 
R - Harper 
E - Alba 
S - Zachary 
CARES - Martha 

C - Nathan 
A - Johnhenry 
R - Imogen 
E - Michael 
S - Makena 
CARES - Lawson 

C - Lewis 
A - Jack 
R - Everly 
E - Roman 
S - Freddie 
CARES - Flora 

CHESTNUT WILLOW SYCAMORE OAK 
C - Parker 
A - Luke 
R - Benjamin 
E - Evelina 
S - Amelia M 
CARES - Leila  

C - Jerry 
A - Lincoln 
R - Willow 
E - James 
S - Paula 
CARES - Becky 

C - Lilly V 
A - Noah 
R - Jack 
E - Roman 
S - Penelope 
CARES - Ethan 

C - Wendy 
A - Colby 
R - Logan 
E - Sonny 
S - Erin 
CARES - Alfie 
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WHOLE SCHOOL CARES AWARD 

 

 
 
 

     
 

September 
Thursday 28th   School Harvest Assembly & The Need Project 

food collection 
 

Friday 29th  8:45 FLS MacMillan Coffee Morning – Dining Hall  

October 
1st – Mon 31st   Black History Month  

Mon 2nd – Thursday 
5th  

 Y5/6 Bikability Level 1&2 Combined  

Tuesday 3rd    Pupil Individual and Family Photographs  

Monday 9th  9-10:00am Apple (N) Class Parent Session Drop-in 
Chestnut (Y3) Class Parent Lesson Drop-in  

Apple Classroom  
Chestnut Classroom 

Tuesday 10th  9-10:00am Elm (Y1) Class Parent Lesson Drop-in 
Oak (Y6) Class Parent Lesson Drop-in  

Elm Classroom 
Oak Classroom 

Wednesday 11th  9-10:00am Willow (Y4) Class Parent Lesson Drop-in 
Beech (YR) Class Parent Lesson Drop-in 

Willow Classroom 
Beech Classroom 

Thursday 12th  9-10:00am Sycamore (Y5) Class Parent Lesson Drop-in Sycamore Classroom 

Thursday 12th  9.05am-
3.15pm 

Chestnut (Y3) visit to Flag Fen  

Friday 13th  9-10:00am Cedar (Y2) Class Parent Lesson Drop-in Cedar Classroom 

Monday 16th 3-3:30pm Year 1-6 Pupil books available for 
Parents/Children to view together (books also 
available for in-school Parent/Teacher 
Meetings) 

Classrooms 

Tuesday 17th   Parent/Teacher Meetings Virtual and in-school 
appointments available Wednesday 18th   Parent/Teacher Meetings  

Year 1 

Elm Class 
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Wednesday 18th   Y6 Visit to Cambridge Museum of Zoology & 
Fitzwilliam Museum 

 

Friday 20th    School Closes for Half Term Break  

Monday 30th    School Opens for Autumn 2  

November 
Monday 6th   Reverse Advent Calendar Begins  

Friday 10th    Pupil Flu Immunisations Reception – Year 6  

Mon 13th – Fri 17th   Anti-Bullying Week 

 

 

Friday 17th  All Day Children in Need 2022  

Tuesday 21st   10:00-

11:00am 

Nursery ‘stay and play’ session (January 

admission children/parents by invite) 

Apple Classroom 

Thursday 23rd   1:30-
2:30pm 

Nursery ‘stay and play’ session (January 
admission children/parents by invite) 

Apple Classroom 

December 
Wednesday 13th  9:30am 

2:30pm 
Reception Christmas Production 
Reception Christmas Production  

School Hall 
School Hall 

Friday 15th  12.00pm Y1 & Y2 Pantomime , Milton Keynes Theatre  

Monday 18th  4:00pm Whole School Carols on the Playground Playground 

Tuesday 19th   School Closes for Christmas Break  

January 
Thursday 4th   School Opens for Spring Term: Reception-Y6 Pupils return to school 

Nursery 1:1 New Parent & Child Meetings 

Friday 6th   Nursery Pupils return to school  

Friday 19th  All Day Y6 Young Voices The O2 Arena, London 

February 
Friday 9th  All day CHUMS Shine Bright, Wear Bright  

Monday 5th  9-10:30am Oak (Y6) Class Parent Lesson Drop-in  Oak Classroom 

Tuesday 6th    9-10:30am Cedar (Y2) Class Parent Lesson Drop-in 
Sycamore (Y5) Class Parent Lesson Drop-in 

Cedar Classroom 
Sycamore Classroom 

Wednesday 7th  9-10:30am Elm (Y1) Class Parent Lesson Drop-in 
Chestnut (Y3) Class Parent Lesson Drop-in  

Elm Classroom 
Chestnut Classroom  

Thursday 8th   9-10:30am Apple (N) Class Parent Session Drop-in 
Beech (YR) Class Parent Lesson Drop-in 

Apple Classroom 
Beech Classroom 

Friday 9th  9-10:30am Willow (Y4) Class Parent Lesson Drop-in Willow Classroom 

Monday 12th  3:00-
3:30pm  

Pupil books available for Parents/Children to 
view together (books also available for in-
school Parent/Teacher Meetings) 

Classrooms 

Tuesday 13th   Parent/Teacher Meetings  Virtual and in-school 
appointments available Thursday 15th   Parent/Teacher Meetings  

Friday 16th   School closes for half term break  

Monday 26th   School opens for Spring 2  

March 
Thursday 7th    World Book Day  

Tuesday 12th  10:00-

11:00am 

Nursery ‘stay and play’ session (April admission 

children/parents by invite) 

Apple Classroom 
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Thursday 14th   1:30-
2:30pm 

Nursery ‘stay and play’ session (April admission 
children/parents by invite) 

Apple Classroom 

Friday 15th  Red Nose Day  

Thursday 28th    School closes for Easter Break  

 
 
April 
Tuesday 16th   School Opens for Summer Term: Reception-Y6 Pupils return to school 

Nursery 1:1 New Parent & Child Meetings 

Wednesday 17th   Nursery Pupils return to school  

May 
Monday 6th   May Day Bank Holiday: School Closed  

Mon 13th-Thurs 16th   Year 6 Statutory Assessments (SATs)  

Mon 20th    SCARF Life Education Visit to Laburnum  

Friday 24th   School closes for half term break  

June 
Monday 3rd   School opens for Summer 2  

Wednesday 5th   Yr 5/6 Faith Tour, Queens Park, Bedford  

Mon 3rd – Fri 14th    Year 4 Multiplication Check window  

Mon 10th – Fri 14th   Year 1 Phonics Screening Check week  

Tuesday 25th  10:00-

11:00am 

Nursery ‘stay and play’ session (September 

admission children/parents by invite) 

Apple Classroom 

Thursday 27th  1:30-
2:30pm 

Nursery ‘stay and play’ session (September 
admission children/parents by invite) 

Apple Classroom 

July  
Friday 12th   Annual Pupil Reports to Parents  

Monday 15th   School Sports Day (Times to be confirmed)  

Weds 17th - Thurs 
18th  

 Class Transition Days (Children in new classes)  

Friday 19th   2:20pm Year 6 Leavers Assembly 
School closes for summer break 
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