Autumn Term – Newsletter 6: 15th October 2021

NEWS
22

Values Education

Our value for October is:

Resilience

MESSAGES, FEEDBACK AND REFLECTIONS FROM THE HEAD
As we approach the half term break, we are very conscious that many children are feeling a little under the weather
or are tired. We are still very lucky that COVID has not significantly impacted on a large number of our children, but
we are seeing a steady increase in cases amongst our families and wider community. Some absence is unavoidable,
but we are required by Central Bedfordshire and the Department for Education, to alert parents when their child’s
attendance is causing concern. The initial trigger point is any child who falls below 97%. Next week we will send letters
to the parents of all children who are below this trigger. The letter is based on a local authority template, but should
be treated as a warning sign / awareness letter. As long as a child’s attendance remains high for the rest of the year,
there is no further cause for concern. Absences due to isolation are not include in attendance calculations, but absence
due to illness (including COVID-19) are.
HARVEST COLLECTION FOR THE NEED PROJECT
Gordon from The Need Project came and collected the harvest donations this week. He wanted
us to pass on his gratitude and appreciation to everyone that donated. Unfortunately, it was
collected before I got the chance to take a photograph, but I can tell you that once again the
collected food showed the generosity and compassion of the Laburnum community. On behalf
of the many families that will benefit, thank you. Our next Need Project collection will be our
annual reverse advent calendar. Please also remember that at school we can make referrals to The Need Project. If
you are ever struggling and find you are short of food, please do contact us, either through the school office or contact
myself or Mrs Dawes directly on Class Dojo.
SAFEGUARDING CONCERN: SQUID GAME
We have been very concerned in school to hear some of our children talking about Squid Game. Exposure to this
content for any child has the potential to be extremely disturbing and poses a significant safeguarding risk.
Squid Game is a South Korean television series streaming on Netflix. The plot centres on a group of adult debtors,
thieves, and gamblers competing against each other in a series of childhood games for a grand cash prize. However,
there is a dark twist to these seemingly innocent games – losing competitors are violently killed off in ways that grow
more twisted as the games grow more intense.
Currently, Squid Game has a rating of 15+ as the visual content includes high levels of gore, death, violence, and
physical assault. It also has graphic depictions of suicide, murder, and sexual assault.
Parents and carers should be aware that video content from this show is found on TikTok, which could also increase
their interest in watching the show. Remember: even if you restrict the young person in your care from watching Squid
Game, they may be able to access content on other social media platforms. Squid Game is also being viewed via other
platforms such as YouTube and given the popularity of the games in the show, developers have made various minigames based on Squid Game on Roblox and other gaming platforms.
SCROLL DOWN FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND GUIDE TO MAKING NETFLIX SAFER
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House Points this week
Seacole
Gandhi

Pankhurst

170
Captain: Isla

172
Captain: Ethan N
Vice: Jordan

Churchill

164
Captain: Mansury
Vice: Indiana

170
Captain: Olivia
Vice: Elliott

The children wishing to be House Captain prepared and delivered speeches in front of the school this week. The
children in each house voted and the results are listed above (under each house logo). All of the children who
stood (Isla, Ethan, Jordan, Ciara, Tobias, Mansury, Indy, Elliott and Olivia) deserve recognition for their courage to
speak in front of the school and their commitment to supporting the school values.

ATTENDANCE

VALUES CHAMPIONS

Beech

96.6%

2 late marks

Apple:

Isabella

Elm

91.3%

1 late mark

Beech:

Lewis

Cedar

93.8%

0 late marks

Elm:

Evalina

Chestnut

95.9%

1 late mark

Cedar:

Callum

Willow

96.7%

3 late marks

Chestnut:

Lily G

Sycamore

96.9%

2 late marks

Willow:

Ruby

Oak

93.3%

1 late mark

Sycamore:

Eden

Oak:

Ethan N

Attendance figures do not include any absences due to
COVID-19 self-isolation / awaiting test results.

Attendance Target: 97%

CONGRATULATIONS!

THE GOLDEN MILE

CLASS DOJO

In the last week the school ran a fantastic
253 miles in total!
The winning classes were:
EYFS & KS1
Cedar
(38.5 miles)
KS2
Sycamore
(56.6 miles)
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UPCOMING DATES
OCTOBER
Friday 22nd

FLS Halloween Dress-Up Day
Break Up for Half Term

NOVEMBER
Monday 1st
Thursday 4th
Wednesday 10th
Friday 12th
Monday 15th – Friday 19th
DECEMBER
Thursday 9th
Friday 10th
Friday 17th
JANUARY
Wednesday 5th

2nd Half of Autumn Term Begins – All pupils return to school
Year 5/6 Swimming at Saxon Pool Weekly Sessions Begin
Year 3 to visit Flag Fen
Children in Need Day (Non-Uniform in return for charity donation)
Road Safety Week / Anti-Bullying Week
FLS Film Night
Save the Children: Christmas Jumper Day
Break Up for Christmas Break

Thursday 6th
FEBRUARY
Monday 7th – Friday 11th
Friday 11th
Monday 21st
Monday 28th Feb – Wednesday 2nd Mar
MARCH
Thursday 3rd
Friday 18th
Thursday 24th
Monday 28th
APRIL
Friday 1st
Wednesday 20th
Thursday 21st
MAY
Monday 2nd
All of May
Tuesday 3rd
Monday 9th - Thursday 12th
Monday 23rd – Friday 27th
Friday 27th
JUNE
Monday 6th
Monday 6th – Friday 10th
Friday 17th
Thursday 30th June – Friday 1st July
JULY
Friday 1st – Saturday 2nd
Saturday 9th

Spring Term Begins – YR-6 Return to School
Nursery New Starter 1:1 visits
Nursery Return to School
Children's Mental Health Week: CHUMS SHINE BRIGHT WEAR BRIGHT
Break Up for Half Term
2nd Half of Spring Term Begins – All pupils return to school
Year 4 to Burwell House (residential visit)
World Book Day
Comic Relief – Red Nose Day
FLS Special Ladies Afternoon Tea
Year 4 Bikeability Day
Break Up for Easter Break
Summer Term Begins – YR-6 Return to School
Nursery New Starter 1:1 visits
Nursery Return to School
May Day Bank Holiday
Year 2 KS1 Assessments
Class Photographs
Year 6 KS2 SATS
Year 6 to PGL Caythorpe Court (residential visit)
Break Up for Half Term
2nd Half of Summer Term Begins – All pupils return to school
Year 1 Phonics Check Week & Year 4 Multiplication Check Period
Father’s Day Breakfast
Year 3 Overnight Camp (School Field)
Year 5 to National Space Centre (overnight stay)
FLS Summer Fayre
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What is Squid Game?
Squid Game is a South Korean television series streaming on Netflix. The plot centres on a group of adult
debtors, thieves, and gamblers competing against each other in a series of childhood games for a grand cash
prize. However, there is a dark twist to these seemingly innocent games – losing competitors are violently
killed off in ways that grow more twisted as the games grow more intense.
Since its release in September 2021, Squid Game has become number one across 90 different countries in
Netflix’s ranking of most watched TV shows. It has been number one in the UK for thirteen consecutive days
since its release.

Harmful Content in the Show
Currently, Squid Game has a rating of 15+ as the visual content includes high levels of gore, death, violence,
and physical assault. It also has graphic depictions of suicide, murder, and sexual assault.
Children and young people are likely to know about the show via word of mouth and because it is so popular
on social media. They may be unaware of the extent of gore, death, and violence the show contains. It also
focuses on adult themes that are not appropriate for younger sensibilities. For young people who live with
mental health issues, they may be triggered by some of the content.
The aesthetic of Squid Game, especially in promotional images and material, appears innocent and childlike.
This is to provide a clash with the excessively violent content that is meant to be jarring and unsettling to
viewers.
Parents and carers should be aware that video content from this show is found on TikTok, which could also
increase their interest in watching the show. Remember: even if you restrict the young person in your care
from watching Squid Game, they may be able to access content on other social media platforms.
The Risks of Rough Play
Due to the overwhelming popularity of Squid Game and its challenge-based plot, many of the themes within
the show have become popular on social media platforms. Depictions of these games have started to become
popular as people film themselves recreating them – without the murderous outcome. The most popular are:
Red Light, Green Light
Players attempt to reach a spot in the allotted time in a stop-start fashion. A particular image from the show
being recreated from the show involves the giant doll-like robot that runs this game and monitors any
movement.
Honeycomb Game
Players must cut out one of four shapes in a thin disc of honeycomb using a needle without breaking the
shape. This has become popular on TikTok.
It’s unlikely that children and young people would have the means to entirely recreate the games featured in
the show. A lot of them include specialised weapons, sets, and equipment. However, there is a concern that a
child or young person may unintentionally put themselves in harm’s way by trying to recreate a small portion
of the games. Some reports have seen children using physical violence to ‘punish’ losers as a substitute for the
player losing their life. If a child attempts to recreate the Honeycomb Game, there is a risk of burns from
caramelised sugar if they attempt to make the honeycomb themselves. Some users have also tried heating
sharp objects over flames like characters in the show to make cutting an image out of honeycomb easier.
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